Зразки творів для ЗНО і олімпіад

A Definition of Happiness 
 
 






       “Most people are as happy,

                                                                   as they make up their minds to be”
 









          Abraham Lincoln
 
 There is hardly a person in the world who could really define such a complicated feeling as happiness. First of all a man must realize and know what it means and is. It often happens that a great amount of people only pretend to know something about happiness. It also happens that people realize how happy they are but they don’t speak about it. 
 
I cannot claim that I know what happiness is. It can not be a matter of good fortune or worldly possession. It comes from appreciating what we have, instead of complaining about what we don’t. All I can tell you is that when you are happy, you feel it with all your heart. When you are happy you always seem to lack words. You are not walking – you are flying; you are like the sun, the sky, the flowers, all in one, inseparable. Everything then seems different. The trees are greener, the stars shine brighter, the moon is kinder. You feel like everything goes right, as it should be. You feel as a young Spring enlivening the nature, as an amazing Summer warming everyone. You are a dynamite of feelings and emotions.
  
May be someone else’s happiness expresses itself in a little bit different way. People differ greatly and so goes their understanding of happiness. Still we can’t but agree that happiness can not last long; if it did, then it would not be happiness – we couldn’t feel it, we’d get used to it.

To my mind we are happy when we love, are kind and tolerant to people around us, make others happy and have something to give to them like a myrtle in a valley that breathes its fragrance into space for everyone to enjoy it. There is no better way to express one’s happiness as in a poem:
   I asked the Wind,

“ What happiness is?”
And it replied,

“ It’s freedom
from chains of duty 
in our lives,

from villainy

and its riddles”.

I asked the Spring,

“ What happiness is?”

And it replied,

“ It’s beauty,

When you are young

enjoying it

and thinking not of future”.

I asked my Dad,

“ What happiness is?”

And he  replied,

“ It’s working.

Just live and work,

and enjoy your life,

don’t waste your time

on talking!” 

I am a Patriot of My Country
 
If anyone asks me where I am from, I will proudly answer: I am from Ukraine. I am a Ukrainian. Ukraine is my native land. I was born here and my parents live here/ I can say that I am a patriot of my country. What does it mean to be a patriot? It means to love Motherland, to be ready to defend it, to do everything you can for its wealth. It means to live according to the Constitution of the country and not to break its laws. To be a patriot means to know its history:  its past, present and future, its customs and traditions. 
 
Ukraine is a beautiful country in the centre of Europe with beautiful fields and lakes, high mountains and blue seas.
 
But the biggest wealth of our country is its people. Ukrainians are hardworking, friendly and talented people. They are scientists and painters, writers and composers, politicians and designers. Who doesn`t know such celebrities as Bogdan Khmelnytskyi, Myhaylo Hrushevskyi, Lesya Ukrainka, Taras Shevchenko, Mykola Amosov, Evgen Paton.
 
I am proud that our nation has its own history, territory, language and national symbols, We are peaceloving nation. We meet our friends and guests with bread and salt. But Ukrainians is a nation which passed a long and suffering way to its independence. It has been our dream for many centuries. There is no one who doesn`t know the political events which are developing in the East of Ukraine these days. This war shocked the world.
 
If I had an opportunity to address the Government of Russia I would say: «Stop this war! We don’t want to fight, but we are ready to defend our country and even to die for it. Ukraine is in our hearts and souls».
 
Global changed are taking place in Ukrainian Government. I am sure that our Government will stop this stupid unnecessary war. I see the future of my country with happy people, glad and smiling children. We will live in a free independent country. I see our country with developed industry and farming. 
 

My Family Doesn`t Understand Me

 
At 16-18 years of age young people can take on most of the rights and responsibilities of adulthood. Before this occurs, however, teenagers go through the period of adolescence and most of them experience conflicts at that time. They change rapidly both physically and emotionally and they search self-identity as they grow up and become more independent. Sometimes teenagers develop interests and values different from those of their parents. That sets a conflict between the two generations. And that’s why teens begin to be influenced by the values trusted on them by their friends and different people. The reason is that young people don’t always share the interests or viewpoints of their parents. Such traditional disagreements as: the time to come home at night, doing work about the house and the friends to spends free time with – lead to misunderstanding. At this period of their life they face a number of problems: difficulties in their relationships with parents or problems at school, drinking alcohol or using drugs. Moreover, some children run away from their homes. Most of them return after a few days or weeks, but some turn to crime and become juvenile delinquent.
 
And this is the fault of the families as it is the parents who should provide emotional, physical and educational support. But it often happens that parents do not care about their children, don’t talk their problems out. It is exactly at that age when young people need a piece of advice or help. Considering all that teens cannot talk to parents frankly. Different TV-programmes and magazines for the young come to their rescue. In case of need you can also dial a special telephone number, the so-called “telephone trust”.
  
But it’s not the way out. Parents should help their children and find the right approach to them so as to make everything clear. Being able to view the problems more rationally, they should try to do their best to resolve them. A family is like a warm nest where everybody can find comfort. We need to learn to talk our problems over in our family. If we are able to do it everything will be all alright.
My Values of Life
 
What is life?  What do we live for? What are the values of life? People have been asking these questions since times immemorial and each generation tries to find the keys to them. 
  
There is an old legend. Long ago there lived two men. When their children were born they left their families and started wandering with sacks on their backs. While traveling around the world they put small stones into their sacks. A lot of years passed. The men decided to return to their wives and children. They were very happy to be again with their families. In the evening, when they opened their sacks, they found that their stones disappeared. One of them found beautiful flowers in his sack. They were Health, Love, Happiness,  and Friendship. He gave these flowers to his children and asked to guard them so that they should never leave their family. He told his children that those beautiful flowers were the values of life.
 
 Another man found spiders and snacks in his sack. He had nothing to give to his children. He collected greed, thirst for money and envy.
  
It’s sometimes the case with us. Some of us find that our values of life are everlasting. Others, only at the end of their lives, come to understand that they have lived in vain, that they’ve cared only for material things and haven’t thought about the eternal.
  
All of us have different values of life. Mine are love, happiness, health, and friendship. I cannot say what is more important and what is less. They are correlated: one cannot exist without the others. You cannot be happy without the love – be it love of a person, parents, friends, or Motherland. Love makes our life complete and full of  sense. Love makes friendship. You cannot love friends without loving people. To love means to give rather than to take. 
  
Love adds happiness and health. Good health is a great blessing. Lack of health deprives our life of its vividness. “ Good health is above wealth”, says an English proverb. Even having money you cannot buy it. You will probably ask me, “ Don’t you need money at all?” Well, I need it only to buy clothes, food, and lead a decent life. But we shouldn’t make money the object of our adoration as we cannot but with it such eternal things as love, happiness, and friendship. You cannot make other people love and respect you with the help of money. 
 
 I think that the most important thing for us is to find real values of life while being young and stick to them throughout our lives.

On Friedship 

 




           “ Associate with men of good quality,

  





     if you esteern your own reputation,

 




               for it is better to be alone than in bad company”.
 









George Washington
 
The richest people in the world are not those with most money, but those with close friends. Sincere friendship is truly a priceless gift. To have a friend is to add immeasurably to the quality of our life. Our  deepest need is friendship.
  
We all need friendship – no matter how self-sufficient, wealthy or successful we may be. We are incomplete without it. Through friendship there comes hope when we are discouraged; comfort when we are hurt; counsel when we need it. A book of Wisdom says: “ Two are better than one; if one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!”. 
 
 If  we want friends, we ourselves must be friendly. In fact, the only way  to have a friend is to be one. 
  
There are many principles of friendship, too many to embrace them all at one time. Let’s consider a few of them. 
 
One of the fundamental attributes of friendship is openness. A friend is the one you can totally rely on; you feel free to be yourself on his presence and there’s no need to pretend. You can share your deepest feelings, thoughts, and fears, and always expect understanding.
  
Loyalty is another ingredient of friendship that goes hand in hand with the above mentioned. If someone shares his or her secrets with us we must be careful not to share them with someone else. The closer people get to know each other, the deeper they may hurt each other. We must be aware of this and remember that trust once broken is hard to restore. 
 
One more vital characteristic of friendship is care. It renders our relationship depth and meaning. No friendship can be complete without it. There are many ways to express it: an approving look, an appreciative touch, or just being together. 

  
Honesty is another indispensable attribute of friendship. If we want to develop friendship we are to be frank. Even a reprimand can be a positive thing when spoken in the context of love and helpfulness.
  
Friendship is always reciprocal. If we take without giving back, if we talk without listening to the others, we will hinder friendship from growing, as it should. Friendship, therefore, demands selflessness and time. But the treasure we receive back is innumerable compared to the price we pay.

