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Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Text 
The teenager’s world

Are teenagers studious and serious?

A recent survey showed that teenagers work much harder than they did 10 years ago. Many British teenagers say that they like school. Adam, aged 15, says, “I like meeting up with friends and extending my knowledge”. Sarah, aged 14, says it’s important because it gives you the skills for life. Teenagers think a lot about the future: 57% worry about getting a job when they finish their studies. Jamie, aged 16, says, “You know you can’t walk out of school into a job”.

Though school is important to many teenagers, other things can be more important. In 1998 General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) results were published on the same day as the new Oasis album arrived in the shops. Many 16-year-olds went to buy a copy of the album before they got their results. Paul, aged 16, said, “I don’t care about my results – this is more important”.

Do music and money make the teenager’s world go round?
Paul isn’t the only teenager who cares more about music than education. Music is the most important thing in many British teenagers’ lives. Some teenage boys spend more than 50 pounds a month on music. Money is also important for teenagers. Most of them are given between 4 & 5 pounds pocket money a week by their parents. Some also have jobs like paper rounds and baby-sitting. Katherine, aged 13, is too young to have a job, but she is doing a lifeguard course so she can work when she’s old enough. (You have to be 14 to have a part-time job in Britain.)

What are teenagers’ free time activities?

As well as music, popular activities with teenagers are: sports, computer games, cinema, shopping, watching videos, reading and watching TV. Teenagers watch less TV than they did 10 years ago, but they still watch a lot. They like soap operas, music and sports programmes best.

Are smoking and drinking problems with teenagers?

Parents who worry about their children smoking or taking drugs don’t need to worry so much – 70% of British teenagers neither smoke nor want to try it. Most teenagers are against drugs. Most teenagers do drink alcohol – about 80 % - but most of them only drink occasionally at family parties and weddings.

Are parents – teenagers’ best friends?

Since the 1950-s, teenagers have been supposed to rebel against their parents. But parents today understand teenagers a lot better and have better relationships with their children. Angela, aged 18, says, “I have a lot of respect for my mum. I know I don’t always know best.” Stuart, also aged 18, says, “Children aren’t rejecting their parents. We are more responsible than in the fifties – we can stay out until midnight, more teenagers own cars.”

Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether the statements are true or false:
1. Teenagers do not work harder than they did 10 years ago. 
2. Many British teenagers do not like school. 
3. Teenagers worry about getting a job when they finish school. 
4. Most schoolchildren care more about music. 
5. Money is important for teenagers. 
6. Teenagers watch a lot of TV. 
7. British teenagers are for taking drugs. 
8. Most teenagers drink alcohol very often. 
9. Teenagers respect their parents. 
10. Parents today understand teenagers a lot better. 
Reading Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Read through the texts and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
Text 1
Georgian cooking has something in common with other regional cuisines but is on the whole unmistakably distinctive. The ingredients are usually very fresh (different dishes are cooked in different seasons), and the recipes elaborate.  Many dishes involve grated walnuts, garlic, and a range of herbs and spices.  West Georgian cooking in particular can be quite hot, as it employs the use of a lot of chilli.

Georgian cuisine is good news for vegetarians, as there are many delicious vegetarian specialties such as lobio (red or green beans with herbs and spices), pkhali (a spinach or beetroot paste with walnuts and garlic), aubergines, mushrooms and salad. The table is usually covered with a great variety of dishes, some meat, some vegetable, from which you can take your choice.  

Fish is not eaten much, but there are many excellent meat dishes.  There are mouthwatering combinations such as lamb with tarragon and wild plums, chicken with tomatoes and herbs, lamb stew with aubergines, and tomatoes and turkey or chicken eaten cold in a walnut sauce. Other tasty sauces include the wild plum tkemali and the hot chilli ajika.  

Georgians generally like their food salty, and many people would say that some of their cheeses suffer from this, though sulguni and gudis kveli, two of the more famous types, deserve their reputation. The Georgian variety of yoghurt, matsoni, is very good.

Dessert usually means cakes, typically laden with cream and sugar, and fruit, which the country has in great abundance. In the autumn in eastern Georgia, churchkhela is made by coating strings of nuts in wine juice and flour.

People eat at any time of day, and often the food dished up for breakfast may be similar to what you get at dinner (including the wine or vodka if you are a house guest).  However, the most typical breakfast fare is bread with cheese, omelettes, honey and jam.

1. Georgian cooking is characterized as:

A. simple 

B. bland

C. elaborate
D. unimportant to people
2. The use of chilli in many dishes makes them taste:

A. salty
B. hot
C. sweet
D. like chocolate

3. The Georgian diet is characterized as:

A. having great variety

B. very limited

C. using a great deal of fish

D. using few herbs and spices

4. 
All of the following are mentioned as ingredients in Georgian vegetable dishes except:

A. mushrooms

B. aubergines

C. spinach

D. zucchini

5. Georgian cheeses are sometimes criticized as being too:

A. rich

B. creamy

C. salty

D. sweet
6. Soft wild plums are an ingredient  in:

A. tkemali 
B. matsoni
C. ajika
D. pkhali
7. Fruit is characterized as being:

A. in short supply

B. available only in the summer months

C. rarely eaten with cake

D. very plentiful

8. Meal times among Georgians:

A. Are set by strict tradition

B. Vary from family to family

C. Are not fixed

D. Vary according to region

9. Wine and vodka may be served:

A. At dinner only

B. At breakfast and dinner 

C. At lunch

D. If a house guest asks for them

10. Foods eaten at breakfast may be:

a. similar to foods eaten for dinner

b. bread, cheese, or omelettes

c. honey and jam

d.      all of the above

Text 2 
From Dracula by Bram Stoker

When I found that I was a prisoner, a sort of wild feeling came over me.  I rushed up and down the stairs, trying every door and peering out of every window I could find, but after a little the conviction of my helplessness overpowered all other feelings. When I look back after a few hours I think I must have been mad for the time, for I behaved much as a rat does in a trap. When, however, the conviction had come to me that I was helpless, I sat down quietly, as quietly as I have ever done anything in my life, and began to think over what was best to be done. I am thinking still, and as yet have come to no definite conclusion. Of one thing only am I certain.  That it is no use making my ideas known to the Count. He knows well that I am imprisoned, and as he has done it himself, and has doubtless his own motives for it, he would only deceive me if I trusted him fully with the facts.  So far as I can see, my only plan will be to keep my knowledge and my fears to myself, and my eyes open.  I am, I know, either being deceived, like a baby, by my own fears, or else I am in desperate straits, and if the latter be so, I need, and shall need, all my brains to get through.

I had hardly come to this conclusion when I heard the great door below shut, and knew that the Count had returned.  He did not come at once into the library, so I went cautiously to my own room and found him making the bed.  This was odd, but only confirmed what I had all along thought, that there are no servants in the house.
11. When the narrator found out he was a prisoner, what did he NOT do?

A. look for unlocked doors

B. cry for help

C. try to find exits

D. run through the castle

12. What is the narrator’s plan?

A. to tell the Count about his ideas

B. to keep quiet and observe everything

C. to behave like a mad man

D. to ask the Count to let him go

13. What does the narrator think he needs the most in his situation?

A. to find a map of the castle

B. to get advice on how to escape

C. to keep a calm, logical mind

D. to try more doors and windows

14. Why was it odd that the Count was making the narrator’s bed?

A. The Count made the bed in a foreign way.

B. The Count made the bed before coming into the library.

C. The Count hadn’t made the bed before he left the castle.

D. The Count doesn’t have servants to make the bed.

15. What word best describes the narrator’s character?

A. inventive

B. analytical

C. irrational

D. spontaneous

Writing Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. You find a magical mirror that can show you anything in the world. What do you want to see? Why do you want to see it? What will you do with this information?
2.   Zoos and ecological parks are popular in many countries of the world with both children and adults alike. What do you think the purpose of a zoo is? Are these reasons valid? Why or why not? Should there be international standards that zoos must comply with? Explain.
3. Marcel Proust once wrote, “The true voyage of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” Please describe this quote in your own words and what it means to you. How can people gain "new eyes?" What is more important to you, seeing new places or understanding new things? 
