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Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
Aren’t We All Suffering From 'Facebook Depression?'
I am of the opinion that modern technology has taken over our social lives and has transformed everyone into anti-social people today. I am also of the opinion that normal human interaction should be considered more important than any other kind. I too was a victim of this FaceBook fad, and even though I knew 
I had to break the vicious cycle, I realized it even more every time I opened 
my page to display the drama.
To me, FaceBook acts more like a free candy dispenser than an efficient communication tool as it was first intended. So many people upload so much personal information online and it seems like their whole life is there for display. Honestly, what is lacking so much in your personal life that you feel compelled to do such a thing, I wonder? I think FaceBook intentionally or unintentionally was designed to be a method of venting the soap opera taking place in your life every day. The perpetually available virtual soap opera was becoming more than I could personally handle myself and it finally reached the threshold and I had no choice but to deactivate my account. 

When I think of the countless wasted hours I spent perfecting what I consider to be a flawless profile, crafting it to ensure I come across as desirable or interesting to others. I had to have a flattering profile picture, personal photos, attractive personal interest notes, eclectic music tastes. These were just a few things I had to consider when creating my profile. 

Then I had to move on to the requests for friendship from old school friends, some of which I never said a word to in school and vice-versa. Some friendship requests were sent from people who would actually gossip about me behind my back in school. And now they expect me accept their friendship on FaceBook! I found myself sitting in awe at my computer! I wasn’t sure if I should feel flattered or offended by their initial request.

Then I had to deal with the daily personal drama. Some examples: marriages and divorces, headaches, back aches, neck aches, broken bones, surgeries, allergies, anxiety, depressions, deaths, problems and drama. I had to hear all about it!!!! I can only assume that shared pain is half pain for some! 

I would like to say to the creators of FaceBook, that in addition to the invention of the personal computer, this electronic medium has been a growing cancer to society since day one. It is nothing more or nothing less than a disease that is making our society far more isolated. At times I found myself facebooking my son and he was in the next room in the very same dwelling. For some, there seems to be a sick infatuation with the capability to be involved with everyone else’s lives except their own. 

Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.

I. Listen to the text. Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.

1.
Computer technologies resulted in producing lack of social interaction. 
2.
FaceBook was initially created to promote communication.
3.
Few people upload much personal information online. 
4.
FaceBook provides an easier method of watching soap operas.


5.
The writer had to deactivate her account because of the inability to handle all of the personal information coming on-line.
6.
According to this article, working on your personal profile is not worth wasting time and effort on.
7.
Friendship requests included people whom the writer didn’t remember ever meeting in real life.
8.
Facebooking can help to forget school time offences.
9.
Some people reduce their personal problems by sharing them with others.


10.
Facebook causes more isolation than communication.

II. Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question.

11. Development of social networks ______
A
decreases the value of real human interaction.

B
threatens the person’s privacy. 

C
stimulates users to start on-line relations.

12. According to this article, the amount of private information on FaceBook pages indicates that ______
A
people become more open as for their private life.

B
something goes wrong in the person’s life.

C
the number of lonely people is growing rapidly.

13. What problem was NOT mentioned? 

A
having to deal with the endless requests for online games.

B
having to constantly update one’s profile.

C
having to respond to personal problems.

14. In the writer’s opinion, facebooking ______
A
can relieve stress.

B
causes more stress than it relieves.

C
makes any relationship stressful. 

15. The message of this article is that ________
A
human interaction is more valuable than social networking.

B
one can’t avoid using social networks. 

C
social networks can get people infected with dangerous diseases.
Reading Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
TEXT I

Read through the text. Decide if each of the 10 statements is true or false and mark one.

What is Earth Hour?

Earth Hour is an annual global campaign that encourages people and businesses around the world to switch off electricity at the same time for one hour. Earth Hour started in Australia in 2007 when 2.2 million people in the city of Sydney turned off all non-essential lights for an hour. Since then it has grown to a massive global event. In 2013, millions of people in 7,000 cities and towns around the world switched off their lights for 60 minutes at the end of March. Every year landmarks and well-known buildings around the world such as the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge, the Petronas towers in Malaysia, the UK Parliament, Buckingham Palace and the Empire State Building take part and ‘go dark’ for Earth Hour. The campaign even went into space when astronauts reduced power on the International Space Station in 2011.

Who organises Earth Hour?

Earth Hour is organised by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). It was started by Andy Ridley, originally from Britain, who is executive director of Earth Hour Global, WWF. He came up with the idea of Earth Hour because he wanted to raise awareness of environmental issues by asking people to do something positive to help the planet. Switching off the lights for an hour can make a small difference to the amount of energy we use but Earth Hour is also a symbolic event to make people think about the problems of climate change.

Why March?

The end of March is around the time of the spring and autumn equinoxes in the northern and southern hemispheres respectively, so sunset times in both hemispheres are at similar times. This means that a global ‘lights out’ event has most visual impact at this time of year.

UK events

In 2013 in the UK, the pop group McFly gave a live acoustic performance (using no electricity!) dressed in panda costumes (the WWF’s logo is a panda) for Earth Hour. Celebrity chefs Gordon Ramsay and Raymond Blanc created special recipes for families to prepare and eat by candlelight. Actors and TV personalities including Kevin McCloud and Miranda Richardson recorded Rudyard Kipling's famous Just So Stories for families to listen to by candlelight.

As well as famous London landmarks such as Big Ben, the London Eye and Buckingham Palace switching off their lights, there are many other events around Britain. On the WWF’s interactive map you can see which people, businesses, schools, organisations and landmarks are taking part this year and what they are doing. 

#passthepanda

The WWF’s famous panda logo recently helped to promote Earth Hour. In 2014, the WWF asked their Facebook users to name a panda – not a real animal but a cute panda teddy bear. They chose some of the suggestions to name 60 panda teddy bears. These pandas were then passed around in the UK so that people could take photos of themselves with a bear and tweet a #passthepanda selfie to @wwf_uk. The WWF also encouraged everyone to join in by tweeting a #passthepanda selfie of themselves either in panda costume or wearing panda face paints!

1. Earth Hour events are held every year.

2. Earth Hour started in Malaysia in 2007.

3. Famous buildings switch on their lights for Earth Hour.
4. The international Space Station participated in Earth Hour in 2011.
5. The World Wide Fund for Nature started Earth Hour to make people think about environmental issues.
6. Andy Ridley works for the World Wide Fund for Nature.
7. It is spring in both the northern and southern hemispheres in March.

8. The WWF is represented by a panda.

9. British families are encouraged to use candles instead of electric lights for Earth Hour.

10. The WWF asked Facebook users to make panda teddy bears.

TEXT II

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
From the earliest days of the movies, make-up artists have had to combine their art with film-making technology. Actors in silent films, for example, had heavy yellow make-up to compensate for the film that was sensitive to the red end of the light spectrum. Today, make-up techniques and computer-generated images come together to create visions like Lord Voldemort’s snake-like face in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005). For that look, make-up was applied to actor Ralph Fiennes’ face in the usual way, but computer technology flattened his face and altered his nose.
From Spock’s ears in the Star Trek movies to Nicole Kidman’s glowing beauty, and from Harry Potter’s scar to Hellboy’s red mask, all sorts of cinematic magic have relied on the skill and imagination of movie make-up artists. Depending on the demands of the movie director and the script, a film make-up artist may need to be skilled at creating sophisticated, high-fashion looks or need to rely on design, sculpting and creativity to alter an actor’s looks by showing age, injury or characteristics of an alien or cartoon creature.
Working as a movie make-up artist means starting work early in the day. During production, the make-up artists need to be at the location before sunrise each day to lay out supplies and other equipment for each actor. The movie make-up artists work out a schedule of make-up, hair and wardrobe calls for each actor. The assistant director sets the schedule, based on the scenes to be shot that day and passes it out late the day before. 

Each make-up artist is assigned specific actors to look after. The make-up artist will have detailed notes, sketches and photos as reference to help achieve the right look. For continuity, the make-up artist will probably make his own notes and maybe even shoot photos of the actor in make-up. During the day, the make-up artist or an assistant will touch up the actor’s make-up and change it as required by the scenes being filmed.
11. Ralph Fienne’s appearance in The Goblet of Fire ________
A was a mix of human skill and computer technology.

B was completely computer-generated.

C was achieved with heavy yellow make-up.

D was created by applying unusual make-up techniques.

12. What does the author say about the skill of a make-up artist?

A it brings sophistication to a character

B it gives extra beauty to less attractive actors

C it supplies added imagination to film directors

D it is essential in producing a magical element for the film

13. From paragraph 3, what can we assume about a make-up artist job?

A it probably pays very well

B it is very tiring

C it is probably very easy

D it is ‘nine to five’

14. Apart from make-up, what is the make-up artist responsible for?

A distributing the assistant director’s schedule

B taking care of the filming equipment

C planning hair and wardrobe timetables
D handling the actor’s phone calls

15. What does the text say a make-up artist may do?

A be the on-set photographer

B give advice to actors

C assign themselves actors

D take notes about the film

Writing Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.
1. Are out-of-school activities as important as schoolwork? What different skills can students learn from out-of-school activities than from school subjects in school? Give examples. How can out-of-school activities help a student’s future? What might be some disadvantages of participating in out-of-school activities? 
2. A holiday is a special time when people excitedly exchange meaningful presents showing their love for one another. What do you think is better: to give or to receive presents? Why? What presents do you especially wish for? Why do you want these things? If you had the money or ability to give anything to one person in the world, what would it be, whom would you give it to, and why?
3. Imagine that you are going to spend a winter month in Britain. Write a letter to your English friend about your future travel. Include the following information:

· Why are you going to Britain? Where are you going to stay?

· What places of interest would you like to visit? Explain your choice.

· Ask your friend what means of transport he/she will advise to use to travel around the country.
Do not mention your real name and surname in the letter.
