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Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Are You Aware of all these Tricks?

Shopping is not as simple as you may think! There are all sorts of psychological and eye-deceiving tricks at play each time we reach out for that particular brand of product on the shelf.


Coloring, for example, varies according to what the manufacturers are trying to sell. Most cosmetics are packaged in delicate pastel colors such as pink. Health food come in greens, yellows or browns because we think of these as healthy colors. Ice cream packets are often blue because we identify that as a cool color; and luxury goods, like expensive chocolates, are invariably gold or silver.


When a brand of pain killer was brought out recently, researchers found out that pastel colors turned the customer off because they made the product look weak and ineffective. Eventually, it came on the market in a dark blue and white package – blue because we associate it with safety, and white for calmness.


The size of a product can attract a shopper. But quite often a jar or bottle doesn’t contain as much as it appears to. Recently a cosmetics company was successfully prosecuted for marketing a jar of make-up which gave the impression it contained far more than it actually did.

All the research behind the wording and presentation of packaging is obviously expensive, and there are no prizes for guessing that it is the customer who foots the bill. However, there are signs of revolution against fancy packaging: The Body Shop, for instance, sells its products in containers with handwritten labels. These bottles are practical as well as cost-effective and can be used again. 


It is estimated that the more established cosmetics companies spend, on average, 70 per cent of the total cost of the product itself on packaging!


The most successful manufacturers know that it’s not enough to have a good product. The founder of Pears soap, who for 25 years have used enchanting little girls to promote their goods, summed it up. “Any fool can make soap, but it takes a genius to sell it,”” he said.

Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

1. Shopping is not as plain as some people may think. 
2. Coloring changes according to what manufacturers are trying to sell. 
3. Ice cream packets are often green because we identify that as a cool color. 
4. Researchers found out that pastel colors of painkillers turn the customer off. 
5. We associate white color with calmness. 
6.  Sometimes a jar of make-up gives the impression it contains far more than it actually does. 
7. The size of a product can attract a customer. 
8.  There are no signs of revolution against fancy packaging. 
9. The Body Shop sells its products in containers with handwritten labels. 
10. The founders of Pears soap have used enchanting little girls to promote their goods. 

Reading Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students
Text 1
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below. Mark the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

Many people who are looking to get a pet dog get a puppy. There are many reasons why people get puppies. After all, puppies are cute, friendly, and playful. But even though puppies make good pets, there are good reasons why you should consider getting an adult dog instead. 

When you get a puppy, you have to teach it how to behave. You have to make sure that the puppy is housebroken so that it does not go to the bathroom inside the house. You have to teach the puppy not to jump up on your guests or chew on your shoes. You have to train the puppy to walk on a leash. This is a lot of work. 

On the other hand, when you get an adult dog, there is a good chance that it will already know how to do all of the previously mentioned things. Many adult dogs have already been housebroken. Many adult dogs will not jump on or chew things that you do not want them to jump on or chew. Many adult dogs will be able to walk on a leash without pulling you to the other side of the street. 

Puppies also have a lot of energy and want to play all of the time. This can be fun, but you might not want to play as much as your puppy does. Puppies will not always sleep through the night or let you relax as you watch television. 

On the other hand, most adult dogs will wait on you to play. What is more, they will sleep when you are sleeping and are happy to watch television on the couch right beside you. 

There is one last reason why you should get an adult dog instead of a puppy. When most people go to the pound to get a dog, they get a puppy. This means that many adult dogs spend a lot of time in the pound, and some never find good homes. So if you are looking to get a dog for a pet, you should think about getting an adult dog. They are good pets who need good homes. 

1) The author apparently thinks that puppies are 

A. bad pets because they take too much work to own 

B. friendly, playful, and a lot of work 

C. not as cute as adult dogs 

D. not as playful as adult dogs 
2) As used in paragraph 2, which is the best synonym for behave? 

A. listen 

B. understand 

C. train 

D. act 

3) The main purpose of paragraph 2 is to explain how puppies 

A. are very immature 

B. do not make good pets 

C. can be very destructive 

D. are a lot of work 

4) As used in paragraph 3, which is the best example of a dog that is housebroken? 

A. Spot goes outside to use the bathroom. 

B. Rex always breaks things inside of the house. 

C. Rover never jumps on guests. 

D. Muffin chews on people’s shoes. 
5) According to the passage, why are adult dogs easier to take care of than puppies? 

I. Puppies need to learn how to walk nicely on a leash. 

II. Adult dogs have less energy than puppies do. 

III. It is harder for adult dogs to find a home than it is for puppies. 

A. l only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 

6) Based on information in the passage, which of the following statements is false? 

A. Puppies have a lot of energy. 

B. Puppies need a lot of attention. 

C. Adult dogs do not like to play. 

D. Adult dogs do not need eat very much. 

7) As used in paragraph 4, which is the best synonym for relax? 

A. work 

B. leave 

C. play 

D. rest 

8) The author begins paragraphs 3 and 5 with the phrase, "On the other hand." This phrase is used to 

A. highlight an example 

B. contrast previous information 

C. contradict a later statement 

D. support the upcoming paragraph 
9) In the final paragraph, the author says, "many adult dogs spend a lot of time in the pound, and some never find good homes." Based on what you have read in the passage, why is this most likely the case? 

A. People see adult dogs as unhappy and dangerous, while they see puppies as cute and friendly. 

B. People understand that most adult dogs still need a lot of training before they understand how to behave properly. 

C. People think that puppies are cute and playful and do not always think about how much work it will take to train them. 

D. People do not want to get a dog that does not have much time left to live. 
10) Based on information in the passage, it can be understood that someone who owns a puppy must be 

A. strict 

B. serious 

C. careful 

D. responsible 

Text 2

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the correct letter A, B, C or D.
The Age of Invention, a Chronicle of Mechanical Conquest 
(by Holland Thompson)

On Milk Street, in Boston, opposite the Old South Church, lived Josiah Franklin, a maker of soap and candles. He had come to Boston with his wife about the year 1682 from the community of Ecton, Northamptonshire, England, where his family had lived on a small piece of land for about three hundred years. His English wife had died, leaving him seven children, and he had married a colonial girl, Abiah Folger, whose father, Peter Folger, was well-known in early Massachusetts.

Josiah Franklin was fifty-one and his wife Abiah thirty-nine, when the first famous American inventor was born in their house on Milk Street, January 17, 1706. He was their eighth child and Josiah’s tenth son and was baptized Benjamin. What little we know of Benjamin's childhood is contained in his “Autobiography”, which the world has accepted as one of its best books and which was the first American book to be so accepted. In the crowded household, where thirteen children grew to manhood and womanhood, there were no luxuries. Benjamin’s period of formal schooling was less than two years, though he could never remember the time when he could not read, and at the age of ten he was put to work in his father's shop.
11.What did Benjamin Franklin’s father do for a living?

A. He was an inventor.

B. He was a teacher.

C. He made candles and soap.

D. He was a farmer.
12. Where was Benjamin’s father born?

A. on Milk street

B. in England

C. in Massachusetts

D. in Boston
13. Benjamin Franklin was born in:

A. the winter.
B. the spring.
C. the summer.
D. the fall.
14. The Franklin family can best be described as:

A. small and rich

B. big and rich

C. small and poor

D. big and poor

15. From whom do we know about Benjamin Franklin’s early life?

A. from Benjamin Franklin’s book about his life

B. from Benjamin’s teachers

C. from Benjamin’s children

D. from Benjamin’s brother’s and sisters

Writing Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students
1. Your school is having a competition in which students are designing a new school uniform. What colors and styles would you choose? Why do you think your design should be chosen? What are advantages and disadvantages of school uniforms?
2.  Pretend that you are writing a letter to Santa Claus. You will ask him to bring 3 gifts to three different people. Tell him what each gift is that you would like to give plus tell him the reasons why you think that these people deserve such a gift.
3.  What in your opinion makes studying a foreign language interesting? Is it easy or hard for you to learn English? Why? Why is it important for the Ukrainians to study English?

